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FIBERMARK INCREASES ENERGY EFFICIENCY AT BRATTLEBORO FACILITY
Paper Manufacturer Continues Commitment to Environmental Conservation 

by Working With Efficiency Vermont
Brattleboro, VT – Embracing the Vermont value of doing business in a way that’s environmentally conscious, FiberMark, a specialty paperboard manufacturer based in Brattleboro, continues to build on 40 years of engaging in energy-smart practices that pay off. It’s a commitment that benefits the company, the environment and local economy. This year, FiberMark worked with Efficiency Vermont on a lighting upgrade that has had a positive effect on the paper maker’s business.
To look for potential energy savings, FiberMark and Efficiency Vermont agreed that a lighting audit was necessary. Due to the size and complexity of the mill's layout, Sebago Energy Conservation, a group of specialists in energy-efficient lighting, was called in to conduct a lighting audit of FiberMark’s entire facility. FiberMark and Efficiency Vermont reviewed the results and determined that the company would install new energy-efficient light sources throughout the facility, as well as install occupancy sensors and controls to shut lights off when areas are not occupied. 
The lighting installation will save FiberMark an estimated 880,000 kilowatt hours per year, a cost savings of $65,800. The cost savings is just one key item that will help FiberMark remain competitive in the global pulp and paper market. 
“When you’re competing with global paper companies, energy and raw materials are the two largest costs,” said Loren Forrister, a senior project engineer at FiberMark. “By making energy efficiency a priority, we can change that equation and alter the cost impact on our business.”

FiberMark employees are pleased with the new lights and have even altered their behavior: Instead of taking regularly traveled paths, some employees take alternate routes to keep from turning the lights on in occupancy sensor zones. 

Though the lighting may be new, FiberMark’s commitment to environmental conservation is not. Since 2000, FiberMark has completed 17 projects with Efficiency Vermont. In the process, they have saved an estimated two million kilowatt hours and more than two million pounds of carbon dioxide emissions – the equivalent of taking 200 cars off the road. 
“We’re pleased to continue to work with FiberMark to find new ways to be efficient,” said Greg Baker, a senior project manager at Efficiency Vermont. “This is a company that is comprehensive in its approach to energy savings and a model to other businesses who want to be energy-smart.” 

In fact, FiberMark has been dedicated to being environmentally pro-active since the 1960s. The company makes recycled paperboard products, the majority of which are produced from renewable resources, and supplements its fuel needs with non-fossil fuel sources including bio fuels.
Currently, FiberMark sends one tanker load per week of nearly 6,000 gallons of vegetable oil byproduct to the Essex Junction Wastewater Treatment Facility. There, the gallons of byproduct are treated, creating methane gas, which can be used as fuel in the facility’s micro-turbine to generate electricity on-site. “One man’s waste is another man’s fuel,” said Forrister, “so we’re happy to send what we can’t use anymore to be used again.” 
By working with entities like Efficiency Vermont, FiberMark hopes to continue to make energy-conscious business choices to maintain its edge as it competes on the global stage, and to benefit Vermont’s economy and environment. 

Efficiency Vermont was created by the Vermont Legislature and the Vermont Public Service Board to help all Vermonters reduce energy costs, strengthen the economy, and protect Vermont's environment. Efficiency Vermont is currently operated by Vermont Energy Investment Corporation (VEIC), an independent organization under contract to the Vermont Public Service Board. VEIC is a Vermont-based nonprofit organization founded in 1986. For more information, contact Efficiency Vermont at 888-921-5990 or visit www.efficiencyvermont.com.
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