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Brattleboro-area businesses and towns cut costs
BY UPGRADING TO energy efficienT LIGHTING 
Efficiency Vermont Offers Limited-Time Lighting Rebates 

December 2010 – Brattleboro, VT – Manufacturer Ashe America and the Townshend Public Library are saving money and improving the quality of light in their workspaces by switching out inefficient T12 fluorescent lighting for energy-efficient lighting through “newLIGHT,” a limited-time program offering increased lighting rebates through Efficiency Vermont.  The newLIGHT program was created to help Vermont businesses prepare for a mandate from the U.S. Department of Energy that will phase out manufacturing of older T12 fluorescent lamps by mid-2012. 

T12 fluorescent lamps are common in many businesses throughout Vermont. They are usually four- or eight-foot long tubes mounted horizontally in a ceiling fixture and are always 1.5 inches in diameter.
Working with a lighting contractor or distributor, Vermont businesses can take advantage of newLIGHT rebates that cover 50-90 percent of equipment costs. In turn, businesses can save 25-50 percent on their lighting energy bills through the program, and avoid having to upgrade when older replacement T12 lamps can’t be purchased after the scheduled 2012 phase out.
Brattleboro-based Granite City Electric Supply worked with area contractors and Efficiency Vermont to provide the lighting equipment Ashe America and Townshend Public Library needed for the upgrade. Both Ashe America and Townshend Public Library used inefficient T12s and could benefit by upgrading to more efficient High Performance T8s (HPT8s) lights. By switching to HPT8s, businesses can lower their energy use and dramatically improve the quality of light in their buildings.
Ashe America
Manufacturer Ashe America’s in-house contractor was approached by John Sexton from Granite City Electric Supply with information about the Efficiency Vermont newLIGHT rebates. Working with Sexton, Ashe America upgraded the lighting in its 9,000 square foot showroom to HPT8s.  When the lighting upgrade was completed, company representatives immediately noticed a striking difference in the quality of light. 
“The lighting is fantastic; it really creates a great environment to showcase our equipment for customers,” said Guy Carrington, Ashe America’s U.S. sales manager. “The financial incentives also made the upgrade an easy decision to make; we estimate that our energy costs are now down by one-third. We rent space in our building to a retailer who still uses the same inefficient T12 lighting; I suggested they need to upgrade too!”

Townshend Public Library
Local contractor Warren Beattie from Townshend-based W.E. Beattie Electric and Telecom knew that the newLIGHT rebates would be a great fit for local businesses and organizations looking to cut costs and upgrade lighting. Beattie met with Townshend Public Library head librarian Karen LaRue to evaluate the lighting quality benefits, determine the potential energy savings, and discuss available incentives from Efficiency Vermont to help cover the cost. 
“The library couldn’t afford to upgrade without incentives from Efficiency Vermont,” said LaRue. “It was a financial burden to continually replace old, burnt-out bulbs that never last very long. Now, the lighting quality is much better for reading, and I have greater peace-of-mind knowing I don’t have to keep replacing inefficient lamps.”

The benefits of newLIGHT extend to local contractors as well. Sexton notes that Granite City Electric Supply has initiated several projects with Efficiency Vermont, Ashe America and Townshend Public Library included. To encourage energy savings, Efficiency Vermont offers contractors $200 for each newLIGHT project they complete with a Vermont business. 
“The newLIGHT program creates affordable opportunities for local businesses to prepare for the new federal mandate while increasing energy savings, enhancing the comfort of employees and customers, and reducing their environmental impact today,” said Gabe Arnold, Lighting Program Manager at Efficiency Vermont. Business owners interested in newLIGHT can work with a contractor, distributor, or other lighting professional to determine if their proposed efficiency upgrades qualify for the increased rebates. Businesses should submit and complete their projects by December 31, 2011 to receive the maximum rebate. 
For businesses and organizations with halogen track or spot lighting, enhanced rebates of up to $60 per lamp are available for upgrading to energy-efficient screw-based LED lamps. By installing LED lamps for product display, businesses can save up to 80 percent on annual energy costs, up to $22 per lamp installed, while maintaining the same high-quality light needed. This limited-time offer ends December 31, 2010.

To learn more about the newLIGHT and LED rebates, please contact your local lighting professional, visit Efficiency Vermont online at http://www.efficiencyvermont.com, or call customer support at 888-921-5990. 
Efficiency Vermont was created by the Vermont Legislature and the Vermont Public Service Board to help all Vermonters reduce energy costs, strengthen the economy, and protect Vermont's environment. Efficiency Vermont is currently operated by Vermont Energy Investment Corporation (VEIC), an independent organization under contract to the Vermont Public Service Board. VEIC is a Vermont-based nonprofit organization founded in 1986. For more information, contact Efficiency Vermont at 888-921-5990 or visit www.efficiencyvermont.com.
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