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FAIRBANKS SCALES & EFFICIENCY VERMONT HOST VERMONT BUSINESS LEADERS
Fairbanks Scales Participating in Two-Year Energy Leadership Challenge to Reduce Energy Use 7.5%
December 8, 2011 – St. Johnsbury, VT – Fairbanks Scales and Efficiency Vermont will host a Dec. 8 afternoon gathering of plant facility executives and energy policy leaders from around Vermont to showcase the innovative energy- and money-saving lighting and controls Fairbanks Scales has installed at its St. Johnsbury plant. 
The event is part of Efficiency Vermont’s Energy Leadership Challenge, a two-year effort to help participating businesses and organizations reduce their energy use by 7.5 percent and commit to long-term energy planning.

According to a recent analysis commissioned by the Vermont Department of Public Service, every dollar spent on energy efficiency provides nearly $5.00 in benefits to Vermonters. These savings can be reinvested back into growing Vermont’s economy and helping Vermonters become more energy efficient.

Fairbanks Scales

One of the oldest manufacturing companies in the country, Fairbanks Scales has been providing top-quality industrial weighing equipment since 1830. The company’s tradition of innovation includes its facilities as well as its products, with company leaders always looking to boost energy efficiency. 
When Director of Operations Terry Kinter joined Fairbanks Scales, he assessed potential energy-saving opportunities at the plant. Lighting proved to be a “clear winner,” offering a reasonable payback and an improved working environment. 
“Efficiency Vermont was a major reason these projects happened,” said Kinter. “They pulled data and provided specific information on savings for each lighting scenario. Working with the Efficiency Vermont team allowed us to create a much more flexible and efficient facility.”

Green Mountain Electric Supply in St. Johnsbury, Sutton River Electrical in Lyndonville and Efficiency Vermont determined that a new Lutron EcoSystem® lighting design and control system that saves energy, and provides safe and comfortable light levels, would offer the best options for Fairbanks Scales to reconfigure its warehouse space if needed. According to the manufacturer, the Lutron system can save businesses 40-70 percent in energy costs while increasing comfort and productivity for workers and reducing maintenance costs.
The energy-efficient improvements are expected to reduce energy use at Fairbanks Scales by approximately 397,000 kilowatt hours per year, and save the company about $37,000 annually.

Key lighting features at the Fairbanks Scales facility include:

· Dimmable ballasts and environmental sensors, split into zones for efficiency and controllable with an iPad.
· Automatic dimming to compensate for daylight, and switching off completely when spaces are unoccupied.

· T5 and high-performance T8 lights, which use as much as 35-50 percent less energy than traditional T12 lights, and can last 1.5 times longer.
Energy Leadership Challenge

Fairbanks Scales is one of 60 of Vermont’s largest commercial, industrial, municipal, and institutional energy users to have joined Efficiency Vermont’s Energy Leadership Challenge, a two-year effort to reduce energy use at participating organizations by 7.5 percent. In addition to Fairbanks Scales, local organizations participating in the Energy Leadership Challenge include: Lyndon State College, Northeastern Vermont Regional Hospital, Weidmann, and State of Vermont buildings.

The Energy Leadership Challenge is designed not only to reduce current energy use at some of Vermont’s largest facilities, but also for participants to commit to long-term energy planning that will result in further energy and operating cost reductions. Efficiency Vermont provides enhanced resources, both technical and financial, to help participants achieve their energy-reduction goals by June 30, 2013.

In 2012 and beyond, Fairbanks Scales plans to review all of its mechanical systems and its thermal envelope to identify opportunities to make its operations even more energy efficient.

“We’re honored that Fairbanks Scales sought out Efficiency Vermont to help make its operations as lean as possible,” said Jim Merriam, executive director of Efficiency Vermont. “We created the Energy Leadership Challenge to help companies like Fairbanks Scales reduce energy use that keeps them competitive in a global marketplace while providing jobs and comfortable, energy-efficient work environments right here in Vermont.”
For more information on the Energy Leadership Challenge, visit www.efficiencyvermont.com/challenge.

Efficiency Vermont was created by the Vermont Legislature and the Vermont Public Service Board to help all Vermonters reduce energy costs, strengthen the economy, and protect Vermont’s environment. Vermont Energy Investment Corporation (VEIC) operates Efficiency Vermont under an appointment by the Vermont Public Service Board. VEIC is a Vermont-based nonprofit organization founded in 1986. For more information, contact Efficiency Vermont at 888-921-5990 or visit www.
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